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www.dritherm.com • 800-343-4188

Preparation:
1. Excavate to minimum trench dimensions 
    according to factory recommended spacing table
    (see page 2).
2. Ensure the trench is wide and deep enough in 
    areas that require thermal cushioning.
3. Place excavated earth to one side of the trench
    leaving a clear work area the opposite side.
4. Install permanent anchors and guides as 
    recommended by manufacturer.
5. Grade and compact trench base to ensure 
    spacing between pipes and trench bottom will be 
    consistent.
6. Hang pipes using wire, cable, or blocks.
7. When possible place the pipes to one side of the 
    trench using the trench wall as a form for the 
    DriTherm™ pour.
8. Inspect pipe seams and leak test system.

    Z bends, and expansion loops. 
10. Verify pipe spacing using a wood gauge cut to 
      the minimum DriTherm™ thickness. Spacing 
      may be maintained using scrap wood or drywall 
      shims.

Forming:
1. Place drywall or wood forms as necessary to 
    create a uniform trench maintaining minimum 

    out and trenches made deeper to accommodate 
    thermal cushions were necessary.
2. Use temporary shims to maintain spacing 
    between the pipes and forms.

    them in place against temporary spacers.
4. Apply bitusmastic or silicone grease to permanent 
    supports and at the beginning and end of each 
    run.

DriTherm™ Pour:

    dimensions. You may place a mark on the form or 
    use a dip stick to verify thickness. MAKE SURE 

TO POUR TO DIMENSIONS FROM TABLE
    ON THE PAGE 2.
2. Remove all temporary shims replacing 
    DriTherm™ as necessary.
3. Level out the DriTherm™ pour and place 4 to 6 
    mil plastic sheeting over the DriTherm™.

    or as close proximity to the top of the DriTherm™ 

    debris and stone.
2. Sand, crushed stone and pea gravel are not 

3. Compact only after a minimum of 10-12 inches of 

4. Remove temporary supports only after completing 
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RECOMMENDED FORMING DIMENSIONS [INCHES]

Pipe
Dia.

TEMPERATURE RANGE
35 to 100 F 101 to 230 F 231 to 305 F 306 to 400 F 401 to 480 F

X Y Z X Y Z X Y Z X Y Z X Y Z
1.315 3 2 6.5 3 2 6.5 3 2 6.5 3 2 6.5 4 2 8.0
2.375 3 2 6.5 3 2 6.5 3 2 6.5 4 2 8.5 4 2 8.5

3.5 3 2 7.0 3 2 7.0 4 2 9.0 4 2 9.0 4 2 9.0

4.5 4 2 9.0 4 2 9.0 4 2 9.0 5 2 11.0 5 2 11.0

5.563 4 3 9.0 4 3 9.5 4 3 9.5 5 3 11.0 5 3 11.0
6.625 4 3 9.5 4 3 9.5 4 3 9.5 5 3 11.5 6 3 13.5
8.625 4 3 10.0 5 3 12.0 5 3 12.0 6 3 14.0 6 4 14.0
10.75 4 3 10.0 5 3 12.5 6 3 14.5 6 3 14.5 6 4 14.5
12.75 4 3 10.5 6 4 14.5 6 4 14.5 7 4 17.0 7 4 17.0

14 5 4 12.5 6 4 15.0 7 4 17.0 7 4 17.0 7 4 17.0
16 5 4 13.0 6 4 15.0 7 4 17.0 8 4 19.5 8 5 19.5
18 5 4 13.0 7 4 17.5 7 4 17.5 8 4 19.5 8 5 19.5
20 5 4 13.5 7 4 18.0 8 4 20.0 9 4 22.0 9 5 22
24 5 4 14.0 7 4 18.5 8 4 20.5 10 4 24.5 10 5 24.5
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Z dimensions reflects DriTherm usage before backfill to account for up to 30% compaction.

Look Up Table Design Conditions:
Thicknesses were determined using Dritherm properties under 400 PSF compressive loading and estimated minimum thermal 
efficiency of 80% with ground temperature of 60F, steel carrier pipe, and damp soil conditions. Compaction occurs during backfill 
and compression will vary depending on installed conditions. Consult factory for application specific recommendations. User is 
ultimately responsible for calculating and verifying installed conditions.

Terms, Conditions, & Disclaimers:
Representations of physical properties are the result of tests conducted by independent, certified third-party laboratories. Test 
reports available upon request. Information contained herein is provided as a convenience and for informational purposes only.  
Physical properties are subject to manufacturing variations, raw material variations, and variations in installed conditions. 
All products supplied including all recommendations and technical support is provided for convenience only. Product selection, 
installation, system design, site condition review are the ultimate responsibility of the engineer of record and/or the owners 
consultant/representative. This data sheet is subject to change without notice and supersedes all previous versions.


